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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is made in response to RCE - Reply to Final Office Action of 
April 16, 2008 ("Reply"), filed August 18, 2008. Applicant has amended Claims 1,11, 
and 21; no claims have been canceled; and no claims have been added. As amended, 
Claims 1 through 31 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
18, 2008 has been entered. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

3. The terminal disclaimer filed on June 10, 2008 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
any patent granted on Application Serial Number (10/675467) has been reviewed and is 
accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Reply Pages 13-17, regarding the rejection of Claims 
1 , 1 1 , and 21 under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Novak, (US Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0104099), have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

5. Regarding the Claim 1,11, and 21 limitation: 

"presenting for displaying , at a first geographic location, said schedule comprising 
said one or both of personal media and/or broadcast media in a media guide, wherein 
said media channel may be pushed from said first geographic location to a second 
geographic location, wherein said media guide comprises a plurality of channels, and 
wherein one or more of said plurality of channels may be selected and viewed at said 
first geographic location ." 

Applicant presents that "Novak simply does not disclose that any media guide is 
presented at the source 122 (equated by the Examiner to "the first geographic 
location")" because "Novak discloses that media guide (or EPG) is only displayed at the 
location of STB 152 (equated by the Examiner to "a second geographic location")" 
(Reply Page 14; with further reference to Paragraph [0063] of Novak). The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. 

The Examiner has equated Upload Source 122 to Applicant's "first geographic 
location" and STB 152 to Applicant's "second geographic location" in order to establish 
points of reference in addressing the limitation "pushpng] from the first geographic 
location to a second geographic location" using Novak method of Figure 1 1 . The 
Examiner presents that Novak defines Upload Source 122 to function as an "individual" 
or an "organization" (Paragraph [0039]), a "consumer" (Paragraph [0056]), and "can 
comprise or can use a set top box , a PC, or other access device..." (Paragraph [0056]). 
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It is the Examiner's position that Upload Source 122 is structurally and functionally 

equivalent to the STB 152 based on Novak's disclosure Paragraphs [0039,0056]. 

Therefore, Upload Source 122, which can comprise a set top box, is also capable of 

viewing EPG 152 containing a plurality of channels shown as Television Channels 902 

and synthetic channel Listing 908. In order to further clarify this position, this Office 

Action addresses Applicant's "second geographic location" as "client terminal of end 

user at STB 1 52", which is in accordance with Novak's Block 1 1 1 6 of Fig. 1 1 , as 

described in Paragraph [0086]. 

The Examiner therefore presents that Novak does in fact teach the limitation: 

"presenting for displaying , at a first geographic location, said schedule comprising 
said one or both of personal media and/or broadcast media in a media guide, wherein 
said media channel may be pushed from said first geographic location to a second 
geographic location, wherein said media guide comprises a plurality of channels, and 
wherein one or more of said plurality of channels may be selected and viewed at said 
first geographic location ." 

as presented above and further addressed below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claim 1 through 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Novak, (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0104099). 

8. In reference to Claim 1 , Novak teaches a method of customizing a channel 
interface (shown in Figure 1 1 as described in Paragraphs [0077-0086]), the method 
comprising: 

determining one or both of personal media and/or broadcast media that is to be 
presented in a media channel ("broadcast" or "synthetic" channels of Figs. 8 and 9 as 
described in Paragraph [0071-0075]; with further reference to User Interface 702 of Fig. 
7, as described in Paragraphs [0063-0070]); 

determining a schedule for presenting one or both of personal media and/or 
broadcast media in the media channel (creation of synthetic channel at Block 1 106 of 
Figure 1 1 as described in Paragraph [0078], with further reference to Figs. 6 and 7 as 
described in Paragraphs [0062-0068]); and 

presenting for displaying , at a first geographic location (Upload Source 122, 
which can be an "individual", an "organization", or a "consumer" and "can comprise or 
can use a set top box, a PC, or other access device...", as described in Paragraphs 
[0039,0040,0056]; with further reference to [0041 ,0046,0055,0056,0068,0070, 
0074,0080]), the schedule comprising the one or both of personal media and/or 
broadcast media in a media guide (Block 1 1 16 of Figure 1 1 as described in Paragraph 
[0086], with further reference to Block 1 1 12 as described in Paragraph [0084]. In these 
steps the schedule of media created from interface of Fig. 6 and 7 is presented to a 
STB 152 user by way of EPG 153 as shown in Fig. 9 and described in Paragraphs 
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[0074-0075]), wherein the media channel may be pushed from the first geographic 
location to a second geographic location (Block 1 1 04 to Block 1 1 1 2 of Figure 1 1 , as 
described in Paragraphs [0078-0083], demonstrating the process of providing access to 
information related to media objects by way of Interface 702; with further reference to 
Paragraph [0075] and Blocks 1114-1116 of Fig. 11 describing operations of client 
terminal of end user STB 152 at a [equated to Applicant's "second geographic 
location"]); wherein the media guide comprises a plurality of channels, and wherein one 
or more of said plurality of channels may be selected and viewed at the first geographic 
location (EPG 153 of Fig. 9 displays multiple channels to the end user in the form of 
Television Channels 902 and synthetic channel Listing 908, as described in Paragraph 
[0074]. In addition Remote Control Unit 158 is used to tune Television Set 154 to 
Television Programs 906 and synthetic channel media 910, as described in Paragraphs 
[0075]). 

9. In reference to Claim 2, Novak teaches a method of presenting the media guide 
comprising representations of one or both of personal media and broadcast media in a 
graphical user interface (EPG 802 of Figure 8 as described in Paragraphs [0071 and/or 
0072]). 

10. In reference to Claim 3, Novak teaches a method wherein the graphical user 
interface contains one or both of aural and/or visual representations comprising one or 
more of audio, text, video, and/or graphics of one or both of personal media and/or 
broadcast media (display screen 1004 of Figure 10 as described in Paragraph [0076], 
Lines 4-10). 
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11. In reference to Claim 4, Novak teaches a method of controlling the graphical user 
interface by one or more of a keyboard, a mouse, a remote control, and/or a 
microphone (buttons 172 and 174 of remote control 158 as described in Paragraph 
[0073], Lines 4-10). 

12. In reference to Claims 5 and 9, Novak teaches a method wherein the schedule 
correlates one or both of personal media and/or broadcast media to one or more of a 
time, a day, and/or a year (listings 908 of Figure 9 as described in Paragraph [0074] 
lines 10-13) for the presentation of the one or more of personal media and/or broadcast 
media in the media channel. 

1 3. In reference to Claim 6, Novak teaches a method of selecting the one or both of 
personal media and/or broadcast media (buttons 172 and 174 of remote control 158 as 
described in Paragraph [0073], Lines 4-10) from a list of sources ("underlying 
component" of EPG 802 as described in Paragraph [0072]). 

14. In reference to Claim 7, Novak teaches a method of displaying access and 
control functions for controlling the one or more of personal media and/or broadcast 
media from within the media guide ("automatic features" of interface 702 as described in 
Paragraph [0066]). 

15. In reference to Claim 8, Novak teaches a method of rescheduling when the one 
or more of personal media and/or broadcast media is to be presented in the media 
channel ("re-sequence" action of interface 702 as described in Paragraph [0065], Lines 
6-14). 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,904 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2623 

16. In reference to Claim 1 0, Novak teaches a method of updating one or more of a 
time, a day, and/or a year within the media guide (upload/update button 712 of interface 
702 as described in Paragraph [0067]), when the one or both of personal media and/or 
broadcast media is to be presented in the media channel (Updating EPG 153, as 
described in Paragraph [0080]). 

17. In reference to Claims 1 1-20, Novak teaches a machine-readable storage 
(described in Paragraph [0077], Lines 4-10) having stored thereon, a computer program 
having at least one code section for programming media content in a distributed media 
network (using "token" program described in Paragraph [0058] Lines 1-10), the at least 
one code section being executable by a machine (STB 152 described in Paragraph 
[0077] Lines 10-14) for causing the machine to perform the method of Claims 1 through 
10. 

18. In reference to Claim 21-30, Novak teaches a system for customizing a channel 
interface comprising at least one processor that receives at least one indication of one 
or both of personal media and/or broadcast media that is to be presented in a media 
channel (STB 152 executing the flow diagram of Figure 1 1 as described in Paragraphs 
[0077-0086]), wherein the system and processor execute the method of Claims 1 
through 10. 
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1 9. In reference to claim 31 , Novak teaches a processor that is a media processing 
system processor (Paragraph [0085] describing the STB 152 executing flow diagram 
block 1114). 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

21 . Wood et al., United States Patent Application Publication (2002/0054752 A1 ), 
teach a method and system for controlling the recoding and storage of television signals 
into personal channels (Abstract). The personal channels can the be presented with 
broadcast channel listings in the same electronic program guide (Fig. 10) 

22. Cooper et al., United States Patent (6,754,904 B1 ), teach an electronic program 
guide as a common interface between users in different geographic locations (Abstract, 
Fig. 6). 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PATRICK A. RYAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Thur, 8:00am - 
5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IP. A. R.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2623 
Monday, September 29, 2008 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



